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Welcome to the installation of Professor Jennifer Payne as the fifty-second 
Warden of Merton College.

Professor Payne is a graduate of the University of Cambridge and has been 
a Fellow and Tutor in Law of the College since 1998.  She was Sub-Warden 
from 2018-20 and Acting Warden from January-September 2023.  She is an 
international expert in financial regulation and debt restructuring.  She was 
previously the Linklaters Professor of Corporate Finance Law in the Faculty 
of Law.  She has been a member of the European Security and Markets 
Authority Stakeholders Group and is currently a member of the Expert 
Advisory Panels to the Law Commission on its projects on Intermediated 
Securities and Digital Assets.

Today’s service is sung by the Choir of Merton College and the Merton 
College Choristers, directed by Benjamin Nicholas.  The organ is played by 
Owen Chan and François Cloete (Organ Scholars).
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THE ADMISSION OF THE WARDEN
AND INTRODUCTION OF FELLOWS

Members and friends of the College are invited to gather in Front Quad.  Please 
follow the directions of the stewards.

At 12 noon the two Senior Fellows present escort the Warden from Postmasters’ 
Hall to the College Gate.  The Warden knocks on the gate with a gavel, and is 
admitted to the College by the Head Porter.  The Sub-Warden, Professor Alan 
Morrison, greets the Warden, presents her with the College key, and leads her to 
the iron gates at the entrance to the archway.

The assembled Fellows introduce themselves to the Warden, in the following order:

	 Members of the Governing Body (in order of seniority)
	 Emeritus Fellows
	 Honorary Fellows
	 Bodley Fellows
	 Julia de Lacy Mann Fellows
	 Sir Henry Savile Fellows
	 Wyliot Fellows
	 Supernumerary Fellows

The Presidents of the Junior Common Room and Middle Common Room then 
introduce themselves to the Warden.

When the introductions are over, members of the Warden’s family, the Presidents 
of the Junior Common Room and Middle Common Room, and others wishing 
to attend the installation are escorted to seats in the Chapel.  Please follow the 
directions of the stewards.
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THE PROCESSION TO THE CHAPEL
The Warden and Sub-Warden lead the Fellows in procession to the Chapel. 

The congregation stands as the procession of Fellows, led by the Verger, enters the 
Chapel.  

The brass ensemble and the Organ Scholar play

Sinfonia (Cantata 29 BWV 29)
JS Bach (1685-1750)

As the Warden’s procession enters the Chapel, all sing

THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN

O   praise ye the Lord!

O praise ye the Lord!
Praise him upon earth,
In tuneful accord,
Ye sons of new birth;
Praise him who has brought you
His grace from above,
Praise him who has taught you
To sing of his love.

O praise ye the Lord!
All things that give sound;
Each jubilant chord,
Re-echo around;
Loud organs, his glory
Forth tell in deep tone,
And sweet harp, the story
Of what he has done.

O praise ye the Lord!
Thanksgiving and song
To him be outpoured
All ages along:
For love in creation,
For heaven restored,
For grace of salvation,
O praise ye the Lord!
Amen, Amen.

LAUDATE DOMINUM (Parry)	 H. W. Baker (1821-77)
From the anthem ‘Hear my words’	
By C. Hubert H. Parry (1848-1918)
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        Praise him in the height;
Rejoice in his word,
Ye angels of light;
Ye heavens adore him
By whom ye were made,
And worship before him,
In brightness arrayed.
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DECLARATION OF ELECTION
AND INSTALLATION OF THE WARDEN

All remain standing as the Sub-Warden says

As Sub-Warden of Merton College, I declare that the Governing Body of 
the College has today, the 30th day of September in the year of Our Lord 
Two Thousand and Twenty-Three, elected Professor Jennifer Payne to be 
Warden of the College.

The Sub-Warden presents the Warden with a copy of the College Statutes.

The Warden says

I, Jennifer Payne, hereby declare that I will faithfully perform the duties of 
the Warden, and uphold and obey the Statutes, Bylaws and Regulations of 
the College

The Sub-Warden leads the Warden to her stall as the choir sings

PSALM 122
Chant: Herbert Howells (1892-1983)

I was glad when they said unto me: We will go into the house of the Lord.
Our feet shall stand in thy gates: O Jerusalem.

Jerusalem is built as a city: that is at unity in itself.
For thither the tribes go up, even the tribes of the Lord:
to testify unto Israel, to give thanks unto the Name of the Lord.
For there is the seat of judgement: even the seat of the house of David.
O pray for the peace of Jerusalem: they shall prosper that love thee.
Peace be within thy walls: and plenteousness within thy palaces.
For my brethren and companions’ sakes: I will wish thee prosperity.
Yea, because of the house of the Lord our God: I will seek to do thee good.

The Sub-Warden installs the Warden and says

I install you as Warden of the College.

The congregation greets the Warden with applause.
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The congregation sits as the choir sings the canticle

TE DEUM LAUDAMUS

WE praise thee, O God; we acknowledge thee to be the Lord.
All the earth doth worship thee, the Father everlasting.

To thee all angels cry aloud, the heavens and all the powers therein.
To thee cherubim and seraphim continually do cry,
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Sabaoth;
heaven and earth are full of the majesty of thy glory.

The glorious company of the apostles praise thee.
The goodly fellowship of the prophets praise thee.
The noble army of martyrs praise thee.
The holy Church throughout all the world doth acknowledge thee:
the Father of an infinite majesty;
thine honourable, true and only Son;
also the Holy Ghost the Comforter.

Thou art the King of glory, O Christ.
Thou art the everlasting Son of the Father.
When thou tookest upon thee to deliver man, 
thou didst not abhor the Virgin’s womb.
When thou hadst overcome the sharpness of death, 
thou didst open the kingdom of heaven to all believers.
Thou sittest at the right hand of God, in the glory of the Father.
We believe that thou shalt come to be our judge.
We therefore pray thee, help thy servants, 
whom thou hast redeemed with thy precious blood.
Make them to be numbered with thy saints in glory everlasting.

O Lord, save thy people and bless thine heritage.
Govern them and lift them up for ever.
Day by day we magnify thee;
and we worship thy name, ever world without end.
Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without sin.
O Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us.
O Lord, let thy mercy lighten upon us, as our trust is in thee.
O Lord, in thee have I trusted; let me never be confounded. 

Collegium Regale	 Herbert Howells (1892-1983)
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The Dean and Keeper of the Statutes, Fra’ John Eidinow, reads from

THE STATUTES OF MERTON COLLEGE 
(1274)

INTRODUCTION

IN the name of the most glorious and undivided Trinity, the Father, Son and 
Holy Ghost, Amen: I, Walter de Merton, clerk, and formerly Chancellor 

of the illustrious Lord the King of England, trusting in the goodness of 
the Sovereign Creator of the world, and of its blessings, and confidently 
reposing on the grace of him who at his pleasure orders and directs to good 
the wills of men, and after I had frequently and anxiously considered how 
I might make some return in honour of his name, for the abundance of his 
bounty towards me in this life, did formerly, and before the troubles which 
have of late arisen in England, found and establish a house which I willed 
and commanded to be named and entitled ‘the House of the Scholars 
of Merton’.  This House was founded on my own property, which I had 
acquired by my own exertions: it was situated at Malden, in the county 
of Surrey, and was destined for the constant support of scholars residing 
in schools, in behalf of the salvation of my own soul, and of the souls of 
the Lord Henry, formerly King of England, that of his brother Richard, the 
renowned King of the Romans, and those of their predecessors and heirs, 
and of all my own parents and benefactors, to the honour and glory of the 
Most High.  But now that peace is restored in England, and our old troubles 
are allayed, I approve with firm purpose of mind, establish, and confirm 
the former grant; and I limit, grant, and assign the local habitation and 
home of the school to be at Oxford, where there is a prosperous University 
of students, on my own proper freehold which abuts upon St John’s 
Church; and it is my will that it should be called the House of the Scholars 
of Merton, and I decree that it shall be the residence of the Scholars for ever.  
As I had, at the time of the aforesaid troubles, bestowed on the House or the 
Scholars who, with the blessing of the Most High, are to reside there for all 
future times, my manors of Malden and Farleigh, and their appurtenances, 
for the perpetual support of the Scholars and ministers of the altar, who are 
intended to be resident in the House, now that the peace of the realm has 
been again restored, I make the same grant, and approve, and deliberately 
ratify and confirm it, of my own free and spontaneous will.  It is my further 
decree that the aforesaid manors shall remain for ever in the possession 
of the Scholars and brethren, and so of any other manors which I have 
acquired or may acquire for their use, under the forms and conditions 
set down below, and that, as well in respect to the persons as to the rules 
which are to bind them, and which must, God willing, be observed without 
intermission during all times to come.
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CHAPTER FIVE

THE House is to have a Superior, who is always to be denominated the 
Warden, and who must be of circumspection in spiritual and temporal 

affairs; the Warden is to have the pre-eminence and authority over all the 
Scholars who reside there, and over the ministers of the altar, and over all 
the other brethren and managers or bailiffs, or by whatever other name 
they go, who are appointed to the external or domestic administration and 
government of the House; and all persons, as well Scholars as ministers of 
the altar, brethren, managers, and bailiffs, are to obey and look up to the 
Warden as their Superior.

translation by
 George Charles Brodrick (1831-1903)

Warden of Merton (1881-1903) 

The choir sings

THE ANTHEM

Except the Lord build the house: 
their labour is but lost that build it.

Except the Lord keep the city: 
the watchman waketh but in vain.

It is but lost labour that ye haste to rise up early, 
and so late take rest, 
and eat the bread of carefulness: 
for so he giveth his beloved sleep.

Lo, children and the fruit of the womb: 
are an heritage and gift that cometh of the Lord.

Like as the arrows in the hand of the giant: 
even so are the young children.

Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them: 
they shall not be ashamed 
when they speak with their enemies in the gate.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Spirit;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:
world without end.  Amen.

Claudio Monteverdi (1567-1643)	 Psalm 127
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PRAYERS, BLESSING
AND FOUNDER’S PRAYERS

All stand as the Chaplain leads

THE PRAYERS

The prayers conclude with

THE LORD’S PRAYER

OUR Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

All remain standing as the Chaplain gives

THE BLESSING
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All remain standing, including the Warden and Fellows in their stalls, for

THE FOUNDER’S PRAYERS

In memoria æterna erit justus.
Ab auditu mali non timebit.
 
Justorum animæ in manu Dei sunt.
Nec attinget eos cruciatus.
 

DOMINE Deus resurrectio et vita credentium, 
qui semper es laudandus tam in viventibus quam in defunctis, 

agimus tibi gratias pro Fundatore nostro Waltero de Merton 
ceterisque benefactoribus nostris, 
quorum beneficiis hic ad pietatem et studia literarum alimur, 
rogantes ut nos his donis ad tuam gloriam recte utentes 
una cum illis ad resurrectionis gloriam immortalem perducamur, 
per Christum Dominum nostrum.
Amen.

The righteous shall be had in everlasting remembrance.
Neither shall he fear any evil report.

The souls of the righteous are in the hand of God.
Neither shall any torment touch them.

 

O Lord God, the resurrection and the life of them that believe,
who art always to be praised as well in the living as in the dead,

we give thee hearty thanks for our founder, Walter of Merton,
and all our other benefactors, by whose gifts we are here nourished
to godliness and good learning, beseeching thee
that we rightly using these benefits to thy glory
may come with them to the immortal glory of the last resurrection,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.
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THE VOLUNTARY

Final (Symphonie No. 6, Op. 59)
Louis Vierne (1870-1937)

The Verger leads the choir and clergy into the Ante-Chapel, followed by the 
Warden and Fellows, and other members of the congregation.

All are invited to stay for drinks.

At 1.15pm the Chapel bells are rung, and the Warden leads the Fellows to the 
Hall for lunch

The hymn is covered by Christian Copyright Licensing (Europe) Ltd are reproduced under CCL no 
1199610.
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