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Merton College, Oxford, has enjoyed a close
association with Japan for many years, a bond
that began when His Majesty Emperor
Naruhito studied at our historic college
between 1983 and 1985 as a graduate student.
We are honoured to have been his Oxford
home during his studies, and we were
delighted to welcome Their Majesties back to
Merton during their State visit to the UK in
June 2024.
 As a gesture of this enduring friendship, we are thrilled to bring the
renowned Merton College Choir to Japan for a twelve-day tour this
December. We look forward to reconnecting with Mertonians,
Oxonians, and friends of the Choir during this very special visit

The Choir of Merton College consists of 30 undergraduate and
graduate students at Oxford University. Since the establishment of
Merton’s Choral Foundation in 2008, the choir has gained an
international reputation through award-winning recordings, tours,
and collaborations with ensembles such as the Royal Philharmonic
Orchestra and Britten Sinfonia. Its discography on the Delphian Label
has received five-star reviews, and the choir’s annual Passiontide at
Merton festival is a highlight of Oxford’s musical calendar.

Jennifer Payne, 
Warden of Merton College

The College Choir walk across the Merton College Sundial Lawn led by Benjamin Nicholas, Reed Rubin Organist & Director of Music
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